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"i ~While Ameuoan
axe coming home in increasing num-
bels, the air war in Indochina, de-
slt uctive but meffectzve grinds on.

{

! detailed analysis of American. activi-
ity over Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia,

f writfen by pr ofessms al the Cornell

. - University  Center for International

“The 200»pa~e docuan 'J'eports'

R < By the end of 1971 American”
and South * Vietnamese planoa' Will
have dropped 6 million tons of bombs
on Indochina, twice the fonnage used
Jn Wolld War II and Korea combmed
e Although bombing often

' achloves its immediate military goals

destruction caused by the air war are
detrimental to “nation building,” our
pI ofessecz goali in Indocmna

¢ No. end, to the air
sight, The South Vietnamese army
cannot stand alone, nor is it being
prepared to do so; Defense Secretary
Melvin Laird has said American air
and naval power will be required in
Indochina for at least & decade io

maintain a policy of “1eahstlc deter- .

ence.”’
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Laird and former Defense Secrelary
tobert McNamara; ethicel considera-

" tions and wide implications of the.air .
. war are 1clegat<d to a future 1ep01L

"7 TPhat is the conclusion of the first -

~and dispassionate,

it is not winning the war. The casual-

ties, civilian dislocation and random .
¢ more deauucuve of ‘Asian lives and

war is in |

“In summaxy, thc success of indi-
_vidual air operations have not, in the
aggregrale, resulted in major pro- ;
gress towar d the achlcvement of stat-

ed US goals in Indochmd,” the qtudy
°.'1ys .

“On the other hand thLy havc in-

flicted grievous dama_ge on the na- .

‘lions of the region, leaving a scarred

The tone of the study is mmtaly
weighing the ef-
fects of ‘the air war against stated
American objectives in Indochina,

It concludes succinetly: “A reas-
sessmﬂnt of our posmon is long overs
" duet - .

Aerial bombing is becoming more
important, the study says, as the
United States turns increasingly 1o
“capital - intensive "warfare” sub-
stitnling massive aerial fuepowu
for manpower,

. Mechanized warfare saves Ameri-
can lives, but it is proportionately

resources.

7 Ac‘nal bombing has undem ble
nnhtmy advenh«es in conventional
‘warfare, with massed hodies of
1roops. ’ Co ‘

In guerrilla ‘warfare, the study
“concludes, it is mc[flclent and indis-
criminate, g

Conccntlatiom “of encmy re-
sources are 1n\[e m Indochina.

Viet Cong. gcncwlly do no( 'mass
in the jungle; they are more likely to

" infiltrate civilian - villages, where
. they are - indistinguishable from

- friendly Vielnamese to the American

jcountryside and torn socicties for

‘whom 1{le task of political accommo-
dations and 1cc0nqtmction will have

been made not edsmr but more dlffl-'
cult » .

Although 1t is billed as a sequel to Amcncan deSIC‘HS. e

the Penta(fon Papers, the Comcll
study is based entire

conlide nua]Acp[SlISQVedY F

eye.
“The best weapon against a guer-
rilla is a knife, the worst is a a bomber; ;

the second best is a rifle, the second
worst, artillery,” the study says '

' Even where bombmo is nuhtauly
effective, it may help defeat b1 oader
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_ “Mec mmcally

frated firepower can de-

istroy objecls and people,
,out it cannot always bend

" Its most iclling quoles ate froim

~ wills-

to
“American

W1_th
nation

conform
aims;

‘building is a subtle process.
as the senseless

- “Just
brutality of the Batlle of
Britain, designed to break
the British will, was psy~-
cholonlcally countexplo—
ductive, so the use of aire
power in Indochina may
‘have similar consequen-
.«es,” the study says.
‘By any . standards,
amount of bombmg in In-
dochina is staggering. Thc
study notes that while %

~ single set of numbets «:or’i—~
" veys the full picture. ..

the
trends reveal such emphat-
ic features that errors of
interpretation are unh} oly

“ to result.”

A hand grenade contcuns
about one pound of h-lgh
explosive, A typical mis-
sion of six B-52s employed
in “saturation bombing”

~» drops 300,000 pounds of

similar e\plosn e in Iess
than a minute, .
In ten years of succcsdul

. counteunsurgency in Ma-
“laya,

the British used
33,000 tons of aerial muni-
tions. . In six years of
flghtmﬂ in South Vietnam
alone, air ordinance has to-
.talled 3,600,000 tons.

Elsewherc, American’
and  South  Vietnamese
planés have dropped

..~ 200,000 tons of bombs on
Cambodla 500,000 tons on

North Vietndm, 500,000
tons on Northern Laos, and
1,400,000 tons on the Ho
Chi Mmh Trail, predomi-

. nanily in uouthcm Laos,
relatively in-

In 1967,
iense bombmg of North
Vietnam required 200,000

.o tons of bombs per year,

Despite élaborate civil de-

concen-

‘the'
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i WASHINGTON - The United
‘States_ is “substituting massive
~aerial fir epoer for th'- troops it
s wnhmm ing from JIndochina,
g group of Cornell University
scho!ars reported Sunday.

" «Contrary to reports and im-
pzeqqmns * the report said, “‘the !
(air. war is not being ‘woind
.down’ like the ground war.”
; THe study was upontomd by
ithe  Center for. International
‘Studies at Cornell, More than 0
faculty membpers contributed to
it. The group worked without
&eCess to dassmed data, basing:

L -

its swdy or Ulb“hilnﬂ ma.terxall
and interviaws, Their fingings
were compiled by & group of 29

" | academicians, many oi them

scientists,

Bombing in South Vietnam,
Cambodia and Lzos today con-
tinues &t about €0 per cent of
the war's peak -bombiag peried
in 1968, the repoil said. In the
firée eight months of 1971, more
than 500,000 tons of munitions
were dropped, - compamble to
the bombing rate ia ?11 theatcrs
of World War 11,
x“-Vxetnamuatxon has brought
no new restrictions on the use of
American airpower,” the report,

said. “Indeed, > the trend has

pmilitary  effectivens

"?57 )

i Johnsen Adrainistration did in
four,” said the srudy

u. . air aclivity.in South Viet-
nam has béon cut back, with the
South - Vietnamese ~Air Force

taking up ‘most of the slack on
tactical assignments,
activity is concentiated on’

saturation ' bom bing by I
Stratofortresses.

In six years of the Iucxochma
War, the United States will have
u%d 6.2 million tons of air-drop-

ped “munitions. By comparison
US planes dlop}’wd about two
million tons in World War II,
and one million tons in Korea. :
Air war cost was placed at-
aboutt 500 billion, or one- fcmth
tthe war’s total,

Yet the report found that th
55 of the
bombing has been scant. One of
its main conclusicns is that air
war is basically mismatcheed to
the guerrilla’ warfare by thee
eneray in Indochina.

‘During the = three years of;
bombing in " North Vietnam,

damage, and 100,000 casualties
(80 per cent civilian) were in-
flicted. But CIA and Defense
Departmen(” ’-‘“'L.a.eb were cited}
showing no meTirable redhc-

cambxllty for contributing to

the war in the south,

The. credibility of - 1.8

the

been jn tha ouposxtf‘ dirvection,”

) “For 1971, {he report estimated
that ths tonnage of air .vauni-
‘tions vsed in Cdmbo\ha the Ho;
-Chi Minh Trail in Laos, 2 and f01"‘
reprisal raids against North'
Vxetnam will increase over 1970
Jevels, The rate will drop in:
‘South Vietnam to about 300,000
‘tons, approximately the same
as 1.,u>, year of the wat’s big

Cbuldup, and increase to about
90,000 tons in.Cambodia. Bomb-~
ing along the trail will hit
-&bout 400,000 tons and another
$0,060 tons w1ll fall in northem
‘Laos. :

.. “By the end of tns yedr, the
‘Nixon Administration will have
deployed in thrée years, as
tuuch tonnage of bombs-as the

lqueshon by a  mumber “of
Pdiscldsures in the report,

In 1969, when 200,000 tons of
bombs were du mped on’
northern IaOS, Waqhmﬂton ‘of-
Afictally -admitted 1o flying
“reconnaissance’’ flights. 33,52
raids in northern Laos went on
for more than a year before of-
ficial acknowiedgment,

were not giving close taciical

ithey were.
It was. diqcovexed

1568
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“Pathst Lao,

[/showinc that massive American

tion in North Vietnam’s will or’ dvd b

government was called 111t01a
i
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but only shifted it to Laos and’
the Ho Chi Minh Trail.

Despite Nixon Administration
denials, the report said, U.S,
bombing in northern Laos dur-
ing 1969 was as intense ‘as
previously in North Vietnam,
about 200,000 tons amnually. Yet
the massive bombing effort fail-
ed to dislodge the Cormmunist
who now control
more territory than before.

In terms ol military el
fectiveness, the report found
that although air power achiev-
ed oarrowly-defined military
| missions, these successes did
not add up to an overall position
of streagth. It attributed the;
failure to the “indiscriminate
destruction resulting from - the
use of air power amxdal civilian
populations . . . contributing to‘
ithe contiiiuine = weakness of .

it .2 Iriendly regimes.”
about $300 million in economic Y. N

In one way, tiie bombing was |
counterproductive. A" Dmcnse
Department study was found

{ bombing gave the enemy more :
tthan enough, explosives from |
ombs (27,000 tons in 1966 -
alone) to fulfill its needs for .
making minesand boaby traps. .
The report raises questions
bout- the value of continued |
bombing. With American troops |
- rapidly withdrawing d' renewal |
of Jommunist c'mund war ac-!
tivity would lr,awe the United!
-States little oplion other than'
_re-escalating the air war, it
sald. Yet, the.report points out,

.such re-escalation is unlikely to-

It was staied that U.S. planes. earlier in the war,

ground ‘support when in fact were:

th'll the can
bombing halt, in pursuit of terms of thair hmmediate opera-
the Paris peace talks, "did not'tional criteria ., ., . the existing -
rcduce air _activity in Indoching ‘technology Vntually guarantees

scave off the National Libera-
tion Front (Viet Cong) or North
Vietnam, having failed to do so

The conclusions of the report

1. “Almost all air missions’
be called - successtul in’

that the rission can acconiplish
itls immediate cb]ﬂcmc E

j . e 4 ' ’/!4
Jf / -:}uﬁ ik

-ty;
“military- po!itical regimes whose
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often neccssary to de"ny use of .
an area, trail or village for any
extended time. The amount of
destructiveness required can be
immense i comparison with
.the objective achieved.” ’.

2. “Air war is cconomical in’
terms of American lives and:
dollars. Thee direct costs are far
lower, per ton of ordinance :
delivered, than .for ground
warfare . . . more importently -
the number of American lives
lost in the air is only about 10
per cent of the total . . . this"
favorable evaluation rests on.
two gross simplifications: that”
the - effectiveness can  be
evaluated through counting suc-’

cessesin military  operational

terms alone, and that only the
direct costs in Ametican lives
and ‘dollars are to be counted,
not the costs borne by others
(the indigenous population).”

"Co ts of air war to the
'pcople of Indochina ~are very
high, -The damage includes
civilian déad and wounded,
refugees, villages ‘and  crops
destyoyed, cultural treasures’
lost, and ecological damage to
thc countryside,”

. “While the costs of the war
mount cumulatively, military
actions, though successful in-
| dividually, may in fhe aggregate
1ail to achieve the ovcml policy.
objectives. In Indochina where
‘nation building’ was described
as the vltimate goal, this dictum
"applies with spacial force. As a-
result. of its extensive and costly
efforts in South Vietnam and
Cambodia, the U.S. had gained:
(1) time to recruit and equip the
~ South . Vietnamese and Cam-

gbodian armed forces, with as

yet uncerfain military capabili-,
(2) time to consolidate

stability is not assured, and (3)
an apparent military st lemate,
dependent on an indefinite con-’
tinvation of American air ac-
tion. Whether these gains are
D worth the enormous costs . . . is

where the target is human and ~80 0pen CIU%“W-’_'_H

‘mobile, rcpcdtcd bombing is
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